Sulfasalazine-induced pulmonary disease.
Sulfasalazine has been widely used in the treatment of inflammatory bowel disease. Although a high incidence of side effects has been reported, pulmonary complications are rare. The clinical, radiographic, and histological abnormalities that occurred in a patient three months after initiation of sulfasalazine are described. A review of the literature suggests that the possibility of drug-induced pulmonary disease should be considered in any patient with inflammatory bowel disease receiving treatment with sulfasalazine who develops symptoms or radiographic evidence of pulmonary disease. Transbronchial biopsy may be useful in confirming the type of pulmonary injury.